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P r o j e c t  D e s c r i p t i o n :

The East Trenches Plume is an area of shallow groundwater cont-
amination. The sources of the East Trenches contaminated
groundwater plume were Trench 3 and Trench 4, which were
remediated in 1996.  Characterization of the East Trenches Plume
was completed in 1998, and demonstrated that contaminated
groundwater was reaching surface water.  The plume will be
remediated through installation of a passive collection and treat-
ment system which causes interaction between contaminates and
iron filings to cleanse the water.  This system will require little
maintenance and will provide long-term protection of surface
water by collecting and treating the contaminated groundwater
before it reaches South Walnut Creek.  

P r o j e c t  S c o p e :  

• Remediation of a groundwater contamination plume

C l e a n u p  M e t h o d :

• Installation of a passive treatment system that uses iron filings
to cleanse contaminants from the groundwater

C o n t a m i n a n t s  o f  C o n c e r n :

• Tetrachloroethene

• Trichloroethene

• Carbon tetrachloride

H i s t o r y :  

• East Trenches Plume resulted from trenches that were used in
the 1960s for the disposal of chemically contaminated waste;
debris, including crushed drum fragments; and contaminated
sanitary sewage sludge 

• Trenches were remediated in 1996 

S c h e d u l e :

Start: Spring 1999

Finish: September 1999

East Trenches Plume
A R E A  O F  G R O U N D WAT E R  
C O N TA M I N AT I O N
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For further information about Rocky Flats
Contact DOE Communication at (303) 966-5993, or Kaiser-Hill Communication at (303) 966-2882, or toll free at (800) 269-0157

(press *82882# when you hear the automated attendant)

Also, additional information about Rocky Flats is available on the internet at: http://www.rfets.gov
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